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LITERACY 

Reading and Writing. It’s all about poetry and the  Line between Reading and Writing is Blurry! 
Reading: April is poetry month, but poems are great ALL the time. We read many poems in 
February and practiced our visualization skills. Making mind pictures is an important com-
prehension task that good readers use as they are reading. I created a series of graphic orga-
nizers for visualizing and retelling to help children make sense of what they are reading. The 
students learned there are many types of poems, poems don’t always rhyme, and that au-
thors use many different techniques to help the reader read the poem with expression.

Writing: The exciting thing about writing poetry is you can write about ANYTHING. This free-
dom is a catalyst for poems that have made us cry, laugh, and feel. As each student com-
pletes a poem it is re-read, analyzed and edited for line breaks, extra words and punctuation. 
Each student received a poetry folder to keep their authored poems. 
COMPREHENSION-
The students have been learning to infer. In order to infer, students activate their schema (what 
they know about a topic or situation) and use text and picture clues to make a prediction or guess 
about what is happening or going to happen in a story. We kicked off with a book called Snow 
Day, then practiced the skill using books by David Shannon and Mo Willems. Remember, if your 
child is not making meaning, thinking about what he/she is reading, questioning, and/or inferring, 
then he/she is not really reading. Good readers make meaning by thinking about and connecting 
to the text. And just because there are not words on a page doesn’t mean the author has nothing 
to say-we need to infer! As your reader gets older and shifts to chapter books or other book with 
little pictures, making mind pictures to visualize and inferring are two crucial skills in comprehen-

sion. 

Social Studies-We studied Abraham Lincoln and George Washington as part of President’s Day. 

We learned that Lincoln grew whiskers at the suggestion of a young girl named Grace Bedell and it 
changed the face of the presidency. For many years after, presidents wore facial hair. Economics will be 
our next unit of study. The children will learn the difference between needs and wants, why people work, 
and why to save money. Please discuss with your child how you earn money. Many children know their 
parents go to work, but they do not know exactly what they do. Jobs provide goods or services. We will 
use various non-fiction and realistic fiction books to exemplify these concepts. Additionally, we are prac-
ticing counting mixed coin combinations during our daily circle time and how to group them in order to 
count efficiently. Chapter 6 in math will help as students are learning to count by 10’s from any number.
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Math: Chapter 4 was all about subtraction strategies and just as with addition 
strategies, not every strategy will work for every brain. We learned how to decom-
pose and compose numbers using number bonds and fact family triangles. Chapter 
5 will continue the focus on the relationship between addition and subtraction, in-
cluding how to check your subtraction with addition and how to check your addition 
with subtraction. 
Science: We started with a phenomena: How can you communicate using light and 
sound? We learned how communication is about sending and receiving messages 
and that all parties need to understand “the code”. Student used morse code to 
communicate with the self-designed sound machine. We learned different ways that 
we communicate with light and sound via video and non-fiction text. The second phe-
nomena for the unit was: Why do cars have white lights in the front and red lights in 
the back? As with all our units, students are writing their thoughts in their science 
notebooks. We concluded the unit with a wrap-up of how we communicate without 
talking, with sound, and with light. Our next unit of study is the structure and function 
of animals. The reptile assembly was FANTASTIC. I hope you enjoyed the trailer. 

Special Events in February:. 
Valentines Day-Was a great success thanks to Mrs. Blancuzzi and Mrs. Kelly.  

Day 100 was event filled as students rotated among different stations.  

Miscellaneous:

If your student is still not a shoe tying expert, please provide opportunities for practice. 

Your children love to use tape. We have one roll left. If everyone could send in a roll of 
tape that can be put on a dispenser (3M brand is best) that would be great. 

Also, we always need items for makerspace, such as boxes, ribbon, fabric scraps, straws, 
wooden pieces, and paper towel rolls. 

Donations for mice for Swirly are always welcome. 

Remember to come to Expo. Room 102 will have Amur Leopard projects in the library as 
well as displays in the lower level hallway.
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